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SPLIT-UP Pli.-u 

Is she Diane Webber 
or Marguerite Empey? 

NUDIST QUEENS 
NEED GLAMOR 
“PLU 
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Nudists live in glass houses — vulnerable 

to the stones of public opinion, 

bare to the prejudice, misunderstanding and malice 

that are the fruit of ignorance. 

SUNBATHING REVIEW was born to throw a strong light 
on the nudist world, to fight ignorance 
with illumination. 

Look! We polish our glass walls — the better for you 
to see us, to know and to understand. 
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Array of nudist femininity 
shows their queens have glamor plus — 
and its a “plus" that counts 

THAT WON 
THE WEST 



Photos by ED LANGE 


F OR A COUNTRY that downed a monarch 
a few decades ago, the U. S. is surprisingly 
devoted to the “queen” tradition. There are 
queens all over the place—queens of TV, 
movies and burlesque; dairy queens, cherry 
queens and queens of county fairs. And nud¬ 
ist queens, too. But to get into nudism’s hall 
of fame takes more than glamor. You’ll spot 
that “plus” on the following pages. 

The women of the west who have rated the 
“queen” accolade over the past 10 years 
form a varied group: one was a girl of 12, 
another a grandmother; one was a redhead 
with milk-fair skin and some were brunettes 
tanned as dark as saddle leather. One was 
chosen during her first month as a nudist and 
another had been a nudist since infancy. 

Some of the queens of former years have 
dropped from nudist life, but most of them 
are still to be found in nudist parks along the 
west coast, Sunbathing Review rounded up 
as many as we could find—queens, princesses 
and runners-up—and we’ve thrown in a king 
for good measure. ♦ 
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two little maids . . . 

In 1949 American Sunbathing Associaiion met for annual convention in Denver at camp 
of Colorado Sunsh ne Club. Twins Elma and Wilma licked all competition, then judges 
faced making final queen selection. They rubbed their noses, scratched their heads 
and pulled their beards, then risked unheard-of move, picked twins for twin queens. 








1952 




1952 


Shirley in 1952 walked the narrow line between childhood and 
womanhood, attending western regional convention with her 0 

parents who were members of Oakdale Ranch (San Bernardino, 

Calif.). Judges and audience acclaimed her princess that year 
and photographer caught both ages of her budding beauty. Now 
married, she, husband and son make second home at Oakdale. ^ 


Cinderella 
story. . . 









Queen Anne reigned at first WSA Fall Festival 
held at now-defunct Rancho San Bexar. She had 
to work for title, competing both in nude and 
dressed (an innovation that lasted only that 
year). She and her husband are now members 
of the club-crawling Pacificans of Los Angeles. 
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more than passing fair . . . 

First woman to serve on ASA Board pf Trustees, Northwest’s Ruth 
was elected to that post by convention she ruled as queen. 
Opposite page, receiving Western Sunbathing Association trophy 
from Bebe is Queen Pat who had been a nudist less than a month 
when chosen. This was rare tribute to her popularity, bearing 
and talent as composer and pianist, all displayed during meet. 
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1955 


equal 

rights? 

National nudist convention 
made things tough for girls 
in 1955. Preliminary judging 
for title took place indoors, 
and women judges inter¬ 
viewed candidates, rated 
them on looks, personality, 
sun tan and nudist achieve¬ 
ment. Star of show was 
lovely Diane Webber. See 
story of aftermath, page 36. 








1956 


the pride 
of the west 

Marguerite hands trophy to new WSA Queen 
Margie who reigned in 1955 with husband King 
Elton at Oakdale Ranch. Sundial Club members 
Elton and Margie are top volley ball players, serve 
nudism in many ways—once on television. Margie 
dresses in USAF nurse uniform, lieutenant’s bars. 


> 

Queen Margo, 1956 Northwest queen, took crown 
at Paradise Valley near Boise, Idaho. A contestant 
in 1955 at Spokane, Margo won easy victory the 
next year, representing Forest Murmurs, Port 
Orchard, Wash., club she runs with four sisters. 
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HIGH FLIERS 
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A CUTIE 
AND A CAMP 


The Camp: 

In its own canyon in the heart of the Santa 
Cruz Mountains lies Lupin Lodge, the end 
of the trail for nudists who trek west for the 
1957 national convention. High-style, high- 
caliber and high-priced, Lupin Lodge prom¬ 
ises a topflight time and delivers it with 
some special treats. Our picture-tour shows 
why.. 30 


The Cutie: 

When a famous Hollywood figure model 
turns up in a nudist park, everybody stares. 
One spring day in 1955, they were staring 
at Marguerite Empey, whose volatile face 
and beautiful body have made her the dar¬ 
ling of the men's magazines. Less than a 
year later, she had become Diane Webber, 
queen of the nudists. Hers is a story of a 
well-healed split personality .... 36 
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David M. Mills 


DIANE 

WEBBER 

A Beauty with Brains 


By JUNE LANGE 

Photographs by Ed Lange 
unless otherwise credited 

M ARGUERITE EMPEY, famous Hollywood figure 
model, first visited a nudist park in the spring, of 
1955. Less than a year later, this darling of the men’s 
magazines had been transformed into Diane Webber, 
queen of the nudists. 

In the span of one eventful year she married Joseph 
Webber, won the coveted title of queen of the country’s 
nudists, withstood a cruel attack from a few nudists 
for “publicity seeking”, gave birth to a son by the 
natural childbirth method and returned to the good 
graces of her fellow-nudists everywhere because of her 


Diane started career as dancer, still uses ballet warm-ups 
to keep trim. Modeling first as dancer, she discovered she 
possesses elusive talent that is model’s most prized asset: she 
becomes different woman for each photographer's camera. 


Danny Rouzer 



37 





This is Marguerite Empey... 



On top, beside or under surface of Peter Gowland’s 
swimming pool, her naturalness in nude is great asset. 


One of first photographers to work with Marguerite, 
Keith Bernard adds his own touch to her special charm. 



< 

Bunny Yeager, whose nudes make you forget she’s a 
lady, exaggerates force of Marguerite’s healthy body. 
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Stanley Dorie uses high key, captures her grace, 
femininity. Other Dorie photos appear on pages 28, 42. 



For Ed Lange, outstanding nudist photographer, who 
poses her without makeup, she epitomizes nudist beauty. 



Russ Meyer doesn’t know what to make of her. His photos 
speak of the mysterious, tawny, untamed female animal. 
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Stanley Dorie 


“My name lias always been Marguerite 
Diane Empey, but I hated Marguerite, 
so my family and friends called me 
Diane. Of course I signed professional 
model releases with my legal name and 
thus I came to be known as Marguerite 
Empey. Then I married Joey and my 
name changed to Webber. When I be¬ 
came queen of the American Sunbathing f 
Association, I was publicized by the 
name all my friends knew, Diane Web¬ 
ber. 

“I never intended to pretend to be 
two people ,” Diane concluded, “or to i 

make a mystery of the names!” , 

Diane embarked on a professional 
dancing career and as a dancer she did 
her first modeling. Gradually she dis- 1 

covered that she possesses the elusive , 

talent that is a model’s most prized 
asset, the ability to be a different woman 
to every photographer. Soon she found 
herself doing more modeling than danc- i 

ing. i 

In the meantime, her fiance, Joe Web¬ 
ber, an accomplished swimmer, made a 
practice of seeking out quiet beaches < 

where he could sunbathe and swim nude. ( 

As a figure model Diane valued an all- 
over tan and she was independent enough 
and clear (continued on page 64) < 

< 



Do you know this woman? 


Or this one? 
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DIANE WEBBER 

(continued from puye 42) 


in her thinking to accept the idea 
of nude sunbathing without inner 
conflict. 

“We got tired of drawing a 
crowd every time we wanted to go 
swimming,” Joe says. “No sooner 
would we settle down for a sun bath 
on the beach than we’d begin to 
notice groups of people peering at 


us over the cliffs. So I decided to 
investigate the nudist parks even 
though I had heard it was impos¬ 
sible for a single man to get in. I 
figured that Diane and I as a couple 
would be acceptable.” 

He and Diane hold firm convic¬ 
tions about many things, in partic¬ 
ular their budding family. Young 


John Webber came into the world 
without any help from artificial 
methods and he took all of his 
nourishment from his mother’s 
breast for the first few months of 
his life. 

The Webbers do not consider 
themselves food faddists, but they 
do eat healthfully. To them that 
means lots of good food—raw fruit 
and vegetables, meats, cheese and 
dairy products. Diane’s dinners 
for the Board of Directors of Los 
Angeles’ Sundial Club (of which 
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Enjoy another classic from the Yootha Archive 
YOOthO Discover more amazing collections in our eBay shop 

QrchiVS http://stores.ebay.co.uk/Yootha-Archive-of-Vintage-and-Retro 

or at www.yootha.com 


